
Reinier Munguía is a full-time 
naturalist and nature photographer 
based in Lakeland, Florida.  He 
serves as the President of the 
Lake Region Audubon Society and 
EagleWatch Volunteer Coordinator. 

His work has appeared in 
various publications including 
books, magazines and scientific 
publications.  In his spare time, 
he leads photography workshops 
in exotic destinations including 
Galapagos, Costa Rica and Panama, 
among others. He spends much of 
his time documenting wildlife and 
their struggles in our constantly 
changing environment. 

“Tales from the Wild” is a series of engaging talks presented 
by speaker Reinier Munguía, a naturalist and photographer 
based in Lakeland, Florida. The talks span a broad range of 
topics, but all settle upon a common theme - the natural world 
is an endless fountain of fascination and wonderment that can 
captivate any audience if we only open our eyes to look a little 
closer. Each program is enriched with beautiful photos and 
videos accompanied by scientifically-based information on 
the topic. Reinier shares the stories of his unique encounters 
with wildlife across the western hemisphere. From backyard 
birding to exploring the Galapagos islands, his presentations 
will transport you to experience the wonders of wildlife. 

Over the years, Reinier has traveled the neotropics to capture 
its immense diversity of flora and fauna. Getting his start as a 
photographer on amphibian biology expeditions in Puerto 
Rico as a college student, he quickly became hooked on the 
challenge of preserving natural beauty in images and video. 
But as anybody who knows him will attest, it is about much 
more than photos. It’s about learning to appreciate the little 
details and nuances of how the different members of an 
ecosystem play their different roles - from the tiniest, 
hyperactive hummingbird to the swooping grandeur of an 
eagle. In many ways, when we turn a lens on an animal, we 
end up seeing our own reflections. By recounting these 
stories of comedy, romance, tragedy, and adventure, Reinier 
reveals the humanity of our fellow animals - or, perhaps, our 
own animal tendencies - and makes learning about the 
natural world an entertaining and inspiring endeavor.

Past Speaking Engagements
Space Coast Birding Festival
First Coast Birding Festival
Water, Wings & Wild Things
Master the Possibilities
Bok Tower Gardens
Top of the World Communities
Peace River Audubon
Ocklawaha Audubon
Halifax River Audubon
Seminole Audubon
Lake Region Audubon
Manatee Audubon
Kissimmee Valley Audubon
Orange County Audubon

Ridge Audubon 
Pelican Island Audubon
Sun City Audubon
West Pasco Audubon
Tampa Audubon
Lakeland Garden Club
Winter Haven Garden Club
Fort Meade Garden Club
Lyonia Environmental Center
Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Assoc.
South Florida State College
Wildlife Club of Citrus County
Defenders of Crooked Lake
Westminster of Winter Park
Enchanted Forest Environmental Center

Reinier Munguia ∙ 863-797-7374 ∙ rmung@wildstockphotos.com

TALES FROM THE WILD
2023 Series



The Life of Birds (60min)
Colorful, graceful, energetic, intelligent and mischievous are great words to describe 
birds, yet we know little about the life of these feathered vertebrates. From their 
physiological adaptations to their complex language, these creatures are among the 
most commonly found forms of life anywhere you stand in the world. But do we 
really know enough to appreciate our feathered friends, to understand them and 
protect them?

This program will take you on a journey through the intricate life of birds. Only 
them have been able to conquer the skies, the land and the oceans and without 
doubt, our hearts.

Bird Migrations (60min) 
Nothing is more captivating to the human eye than hundreds of birds in flying in 
unison, all with the same goal of reaching their final destination. Every year, birds 
from all over the world embark on a challenging round-trip journey between 
their summer breeding grounds and their wintering retreat. But what may appear 
as simple and natural is a very complicated process that starts with the bird’s 
chemistry itself.  From their physiological adaptations to their intricate navigational 
skills, how birds endure these long journey is certainly more than a mere miracle. 
Join us as we explore how our feathered friends manage to survive these long flights 
and the dangers they face as they cross vast oceans or zigzag through challenging 
cities on their way south.

Raptors: predators of the skies (60min)
Birds of prey are among the most sophisticated birds on Earth, from their eyesight 
to their hearing their senses are honed to catch live prey.  With more than 400 
species these birds vary in size from the Andean condor with more than 10 feet 
wingspan to the small Bornean falconet of only 6 inches in lenght.  While more 
raptors catch live prey some members of this large family eat carrion.

Learn what are the adaptations that make these birds so succesful at what they do. 
This presentation will show you all the physical and behavioral adaptations utilized 
by raptors including falcons, eagles, owls and kites. This presentation will help you 
recognize most of the species found in Florida.

Owls: the silent hunters (60min) 
Birds of prey are among the most sophisticated birds on Earth, from their eyesight 
to their hearing their senses are honed to catch live prey.  With more than 400 
species these birds vary in size from the Andean condor with more than 10 feet 
wingspan to the small Bornean falconet of only 6 inches in lenght.  While more 
raptors catch live prey some members of this large family eat carrion.

Learn what are the adaptations that make these birds so succesful at what they do. 
This presentation will show you all the physical and behavioral adaptations utilized 
by raptors including falcons, eagles, owls and kites.  This presentation will help you 
recognize most of the species found in Florida.

Feathered Jewels (60min) 
Take a tour to the amazing world of hummingbirds. Learn what separates 
hummingbirds into a unique family of birds.  This presentation is full of information 
and beautiful images of hummingbirds covering all aspects of the hummimbird’s life 
and the adaptations that allows them to survive. Explore the secrets behind their 
colorful plumage, their mating rituals and how they build their nests while learning 
facts unique to these species.

From their beauty to their skills, Reinier will share his experiences with 
hummingbirds from the Caribbean, Central and South America.  These little 
machines are some of the most fascinating animals on Earth. 
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Living with Sandhill Cranes (60min)
Sandhill cranes are among the largest birds roaming North America and the most 
numerous of all crane species in the world, yet some of its subspecies are at high 
risk of extinction.  The Florida Sandhill crane is perhaps one of the best examples 
of a species that has been displaced from its natural environment as a result of 
urbanization.  Today, this subspecies is facing challenges their ancestors never had. 
Loss of habitat, human disturbances and other factors are causing their decline. 
Learn how to coexist with these magnificent birds to ensure their survival.

Woodpeckers: nature’s wood workers (60min)  
It’s been said that every animal plays an important role in the ecosystem, yet some 
have a harder job than others.  Meet the woodpeckers, a group of highly adapted 
birds with the ability to chisel through wood better than a power tool and without 
suffering any injuries.  Their work goes beyond the building of a simple shelter or 
gathering food.  When they finish their breeding cycle, many will leave a suitable 
home ready for other birds and mammals. 

They are considered a keystone species in forest ecology, and an indicator of 
forest health. But are we doing the right thing to help them survive? This program 
will answer many of these questions and will venture the audience into the life of 
nature’s wood workers.

Introduction to Neotropical Birds (60min) 
A trip to a neotropical zone in search of birds is as exciting as a trip to the candy 
store. More than 3,500 species of various shapes and dazzling colors call these 
zones home. They have been here for millions of years, evolving and diversifying in 
tune with their surroundings. The result is an undeniable diversity of birds occupying 
every niche from lowland rainforests to cloud forest and high altitude deserts. 
 
Despite the number of bird species and stable populations, a new-comer may 
experience a lack of birds. Even the most glamorous birds can be challenging to find 
in a dark, but  lush forest, and their songs can be deceiving. Join us as we explore the 
wonderful world of neotropical birds.

Love is in the Air (60min) 
With the arrival of spring season all birds seem to be on mission.  A mission 
of survival as every species race to pass their genetic information to the next 
generation. 

But this just does not happen without the birds undergoing a series of 
transformations triggered by sunlight and performed by hormones. These hormones 
provoke a desire to build nests, protect territories and wear the best plumes while 
performing intricate displays.  All for the sake of perpetuating the species.  Join us as 
we explore the breeding cycle of birds.

Climate Change: effects on birds (60min)  
Learn what the changes in temperatures are causing to species around the globe. 
The effects of temperature increase have affected feeding patterns, breeding cycles 
and geographic range of many species. Learn which are at greater risk, and what is 
being done to save them.
 
With the increase of carbon dioxide discharged into the environment and the 
constant destruction of large forested areas, the weather patterns have changed 
to the point that are affecting many natural processes around the world.  These 
changes may be detrimental to some species while beneficial to others at the same 
time.  
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Reptiles 101 - Live Reptiles Program (60min)
Reptiles are highly adapted vertebrates inhabiting almost every ecosystem in the 
world. Snakes, turtles, lizards and crocodilians all share common features that allow 
them to survive in some of the harshest environments. This program exposes some 
of their secrets and clear some misconceptions that have led to demise of many 
reptile species. 

Explore these amazing animals through a live animal program, learn their status and 
what is being done to prevent the extinction of reptiles throughout the world. This 
program is adapted to audience and can be tailored to a specific lesson.

Galapagos: enchanted isles (60min)
Search for a place on Earth that looks and feels untouched by men and you’ll find 
the Galapagos Islands; a chain of islands born from fire and with the power to 
change the world we know. Retrace the steps of Charles Darwin as he witnessed 
what later triggered his theory of evolution. Giant tortoises and marine iguanas are 
among the creatures he collected and studied in details and was amazed about the 
tameness of the birds living there.

Yet his work is not over. Scientists today are rushing to understand how all the 
species were able to adapt to the changing landscape and how climate change is 
changing it today. Explore the Galapagos Islands through breathtaking images and 
videos of this idyllic place.

Life in the Rain Forest (60min)  
Rainforests are hotspots of biodiversity with more described species than any other 
biome.  They host half of the Earth’s wildlife and at least two-thirds of the plant 
species.  Yet these highly productive and important forests are under constant threat. 
Some of the most interesting animal species call  
rainforest home, and nearly half of all the drugs used in  
modern medicine can be traced back to them.

Explore the secrets of the rainforest through images, videos and stories of many 
years of explorations and find why rainforests are so important for our own 
existence.

Birds in Our Lives
A presentation on how birds have shaped humankind, from the early humans to the 
most advanced technology today, birds have always been a source of inspiration and 
admiration. Learn about how birds seved humans in many ways from the mere food 
source to the latest in surveillance.

Explore the many ways birds have come into our lives, including arts, sports and 
even military use.

Galapagos
Enchanted Isles

Birds in Our Lives

Life
in the Rain Forest

4029 Sunny View Dr. Lakeland, Florida, 33813 Phone: 863-797-7374 
rmung@wildstockphotos.com


